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DEDICATION. vi 
| all revealed Religion, than the Cler- 
| gy's pretending-to*the Poſſeſſion of 
| that Author! lich is Jodged in 1 
| the Hands of * Jeſus alone. 1 
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And we had probably had fewer | 
| Investives againſt Chriſtianity, and 4 
| leſs opprobrious Language againſt 
the- Clergy of all Sorts, had the 
Former been preſerved in its pri- 
|. mitive Purity, and the Þatter con- 
med their Pretenſions to Power 
within the Bounds of a Chriſtian, 
and becomihg Modeſty, 


Whereſore nothing is more b: 
| coming the Miniſters of the Go. 
|. pel, than to detect the Fallacy of 
i thoſe fraudulent Methods by which 
| the Papiſts endeavour to eſtabliſh 
their Religion, and allure the World 
/ 1nto the tirm Belief of it; and when 
Perſons of your ſuperior Character 
| and Station, encourage and give fa- 

VvVourable Countenance to their En- 1 
dleeavours, it will moſt certainly en- 2 
vi NM creale # 
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E creaſe the Pleaſure of their Under- | © 
| | takings, and more probably ſecuere 
the deſired Succeſ® hem. 
SOUR e e 903 1 
| That your Oppyr.nities may be 
| equal to your Abilities and Incli- 
nation to ſerve your Country, and 1 
do good to Mankind, that the Suc-' | 
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| ceſs of your Endeavours may be al. 
1 ways anſwerable to the Sincerity 
of them; chat you may long live 
in the Enjoyment of all the Bleſ- 
tings. of this Life, and hereafter in- 
herit the Bleſſings of a better, is the 
. ſincere Prayer of, 


Six, rake 11. — 
Wu moſt obliged, 
bs; Moſt obedient, 
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Humble Servant, 


Ro! Ferns, 4 


Nov. 18. 1728. 
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1 * 17 ſey alſo unto tbes, that thau 
5 an Peter, and hen this Rock 


"MAT. XVI. 45,70. 
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And I will give unto thee the Keys 


N55 af the Kingdom of Heaven Ard 
. | whatſoever thou alt bind on Earth, 


fall be bound in Heaven : And 
what ſoc ver thou Halt looſe on Earth, 
5 na be looſed i in Heaven. | 


HE SE Words contain, according 
to the Opinion of the Papiſts, the 
original Grant of Precedency, Supre- 
macy and Infallibility, made by our 


Saviour to Peter, above the reſt of 


the Ap delle and to the Church and Biſhops 


of 2 above all other Churches and Biſhops 


in the World: Hereupon they found their 


Claim of Power and Auchority over all other 


Chriſtians, and the ſtrict Obligation they are 


all under to receive the Voctrines, and obey 
the Dictate 3 of him who 1 15 Biſhop in that See, 


whom they imagine to be the Succeſſor of Pe. 


B ter, 
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% A SxRMON preach'd on 


ter, the Repreſentatives of Chriſt, and the vet 


Image and Idea of God among Men. Tis 


from hence that they infer their Right of Ju- 
riſdiction over all the Earth, the Power of ad- 
mitting whom they will into Heaven, and caſt- 
ing all Men that ſhall diſpleaſe them, into 
Hell, and binding them in Chains of everlaſtin 

Darkneſs. This is the Fountain whence al 
their grand Pretences are derived, to forgive 
the Sins of the moſt . ſcandalous Sinner, and 
to retain thoſe of the molt perfect Saint; who 


changing the Nature and Order of Things, aſ- 


ſume an Authority to call Evil Good, and Good 
Evil; Bitter Sweet, and Sweet Bitter; Darkneſs 
Light, and Light Darkneſs. So that what was 
falſly ſaid of the Apoſtles, may, with the ut- 
moſt Truth, be applied unto them, that they 
ſeduce the People, a7 turn the World upſide down. 
So groſly abſurd is the whole Doctrine of Po- 


pery, that it becomes a neceſſary Part of it, 


not only to diſſwade us from the Uſe, but even 
deny us the Right of all private Judgment, 


and debar us that Freedom and Liberty of 
Thought, which ſerves as the Baſis of all true 
Religion, and can be taken away from us only 


for the Service of a wicked and vile one: For 


to what can it be owing, that they deſire to de- 
Pprive us of the Exerciſe of our Judgment, but 


a Conſciouſneſs of the vile and wicked Nature 
of what they perſwade us to embrace, and of 


the Impoſſibility of our doing it, whilſt we con- 


tinue in the Poſſeſſion of our Underſtandings: 


And can this recommend any Religion whatſo- 


ever to us, as reaſonable Creatures, that the 
firſt Step, preparatory to our receiving and em- 


- bracing it, muſt be our renouncing and part- 
1 ing 
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 the'gth of November, 1728. 3 


ing with that which makes us fuck: and what 
is not only dear to us, but moſt deſeryed! 
dear above all other Things in the World ? 

What Impoſitions may not a Man fall under? 
What Deluſions does he not become liable 
to, when once he has parted with his Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, which alone can guard 
and ſecure him againſt them: And what com- 
fortable Security can he ever have, he is in the 
right, when he is bereft of that by which alone 
he is to ne what is Right from what is 
Wrong ? 


It is therefore not ſo much owing to Wisdom 


as Neceſſity, that the Patrons of Popery require 


us to offer them the ſo coſtly Sacrifice of our 


private Judgments, they being fully aſſured 
that we can never receive the Doctrines they 


teach, as Heavenly and Divine, whilſt we con- 


tinue in Poſſeſſion of our Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding, which will ever repreſent them as 
moſt irrational and abſurd, _ 

Wherefore, to take off the feeming Abſur- 
dity of ſuch a Surrender, they inveſt themſelves 
with the Characters of Infallible and Supreme 
in all Matters of Religion, and repreſent them- 
ſelves poſſeſſed of the whole Power and Au- 
thority of the Almighty himſelf, and urge up- 
on us theſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, 


wherein he pronounces Peter, and as they would 


have us believe, the 1! bee » Biſhops in the 
Church of Rome: the Rock pon which the 
Chriſtian: Church is eſtabliſhed, againſt which, 
the Artifice and Malice of Hell ſhall never 
be able to prevail; and hence infer it to be 
our Wiſdom as well as our Duty to confide 


wholly in them, who have EIcaven and the 
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A SERMON. predeb'd on 

Souls of Men left fo abſolutely at choſe Diſ- 

ſal. 
"Y ſhall at this Time therefore Wy og to 
explain to you the Meaning of theſe Words, 
and ſhow that they have nothing in them fa- 
vourable to the Principles of Popery., _ 

And herein J ſhall. obſerve the Order and 
Method i in which the Words We: 


EL Conſider the Meaning of our Saviour s 


Addreſs to Peter, 
II. What our Saviour means by the Rock 


upon which ke promiſes © build bis 
Church. 

III. The Stability, Duration and Suecels 
of his Church, which he aſſerts, the Gates 
of Hell tall not prevail againſt. . 

W. The Promiſe that is here made to Peter, | 

of his having che Keys of. the Kingdom of 

gg ami that whitjoever he binds o 

looſes on Earth fag be bound or looſes in 


Heaven. 
V. I ſhall make ſome Reflections on the 


Whole. 

N 1. I ſhall conſider 1 to 
Peter, and ] [ay ads mito the, 11 thou' ar! 
Peter. 


* 


Our bleſſed Saviour had put the Queſtion to 


his Apoltles, Whom ſay ye that I am? This 
(Queſtion which was put to them all, Peter, out 
of the Forwardnèſs of his natural Temper; takes 


upon him, alone, to make Anſwer to, and ſays, 
Yoon ar Chriſt, the Son of the living God. It is 


| 


in Reply to this, that our Saviour ſpeaks thels 


Words 2 
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the 5th of November, 1728. 5 
Words.unto him; And I ſay alſo unto thee, thas 
thox art Peter, q d. Since 1 5 haſt ſo freely 
told me what A thy Thoughts concerning me, 

in ſuch an important Article, I wilt tell thee 
in Return, what I think of thee; verily, T jay 
alſo unto thee, that thou art Peter. Doſt thou 
affirm me to be the great and glorious Meſſiah? 
I do likewiſe tell thee, that ibou art Peter; upon 


which our Saviout muſt have laid an Emphaſis. 


It cannot be thought, that in ſo ſaying he 
means no mort, than that his Name was Peter, 
and that this was the common Appellation by 
which he was known ; for, as he had confeſſed 


a Matter to our Saviour which was of great Con- 
ſequence, vis. that he was the Meſſiab, Son of 


the living God, which was an Article of con- 
ſummate Importance i in the Chriſtian Religion, 
it muſt ſeem trifling, and of little moment, for 


our Saviour, in reply to this, to lay, and verily, 
_ { jay unto thee, that thou art Peter, i. e. in anſwer 


to thy calling me the Meſſiah, which is the Sub- 
ject! and Completion of all the Types, Prophe- 


cles, Ceremonies, Sacrifices, of the Old Teftas 
ment, I tell thee that thy Name 1 is Peter, he 


Our Savieur's ſpeaking in anſwer to ſuch a 


Confeſſion, and ſpeaking it in ſuch a Manner, 
and, I al fay unto thee, that thou art Peter, 


ſhews, that he is uttering ſomewhat of far 
greater Conſequence, ſomewhat ſingular and 


extraordinary, relating to the Perion ſpoken to. 


Bet us therefore conſider, what it is our Savi- 
our, in calling him Peter emphatically, refers 
to, and probably, it is to the firſt Meeting and 
Interview which Petzr had with our Saviour, 


when he firſt became his Diſciple and Follow-. 


er, an Account of which We have, Jebn j. 41. 
[eq, 
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ſeg. Joby being with two of his Diſciples, and 
ſeeing Jeſus walking, he looks to theſe two Diſ- 
ciples, and points to Jeſus, and ſays, Behold the 
Lamb of God, who hearing this, followed after 


Jeſus, and having overtaken him, ſay, Maſter, 
where dwelle} thou; Jeſus ſays to them, Come 


and ſce; upon which they went and ſtaid with 


him that Day, in which, it's probable, they 
made many Inquiries, and had much Diſcourſe 


with him, and went away ſatisfied of the Truth 
of what John had told them, that he Was indeed 


the Lamb of God. 
One of theſe two was n Peter's Bro- 


ther, who, the firſt thing he did after lie had 
puarted with Jeſus, went to ſeek his Brother Pe- 


ter, who, it's probable, was one of thoſe that 
waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael ; to him there- 
fore Andrew goes, and, like one who was re- 


joiced himſelf, and knowing it would rejoice his 


Brother alſo, as falling in with his Expectations, 
he tells him, with a Surprize of Joy, ſaying, 
We have found the Maſſiab, 1. e. behold our Ex- 


pectations are fulfilled, he whom we have fo of- 
ten talked together of, he is come, and we have 
found him. At this Report, like two Perfons 

that were overjoyed, Andrew and Peter, both 
immediately go to Jeſus again, and as ſoon as 
they were come into his Preſence, before they 
could' ſpeak to him, Jeſus looks upon Peter, 


though he had never ſeen him before, and ſays, 


Thou art Simon: He tells him his Name, which 
he knew not by any Information, but by Virtue 
of the divine Diſcernment within him, and 
which his Exerciſe of. in this manner, would 
tow him to be privy to what had paſſed be- 


tween them, an be a Confirmation of their 


Be- 


—— — rr 


the 5th | of November, 17 28. 7 


Belief. For herein our Saviour makes an Allu- 


ſion, both to the Meaning of Simon's Name, 
and to the Converſation that had paſs'd be- 
tween the two Brothers, 3. d. Thou art Simon, 


Thou art what thy Name imports, 4 Hearer 
indeed; art thou ſo ready to ſearch into the 


Truth of my being the: Chriſt, upon hearing 
thy Brother tell it thee, as to come joyfully and 
inquiſitively to ſearch into it thy ſelf ? Art thou 


ſuch a well inclined Perſon, ſo diſpoſed for 


Truth, as thus joyfully to receive the firſt 


—— 


[ Dawnings of its divine Light? I cannot but take 
Notice to thee, how well thy Diſpoſitions an- 


ſwer to the Signification of thy Name; Thou 


art Simon. 


This will receive further Confirmation, if we 


conſider the Words that follow, Thou art $- 


mon, and thou ſhalt be called Cephas, or Peter; 


thou art already called Simon, and the Good- 


neſs of thy Nature has anſwer'd the Significati- 


on and Meaning of thy Name, and ſhown, that 


thou art in reality what this Name imports. 
- Behold, I will give thee another Name, thou 


ſhalt be called Cephas, or Peter; and not only 


ſhalt thou be called fo, but thou thalt as exact- 


ly anſwer in thy Nature to this Name as the 
other, and between it and thy Character chere 
ſhall be a like Agreement. ur Saviour calls 


him Cepbas, which is in Syriack what Peler is in 


Creek, both ſignifying a Rock; 1ſo that the 


Saviour here ſeems to cali him 


Meaning of our Saviour is, J hou art called Si- 


mon, and art what thy Nam imports, a true 
Heater, ſuch as | ſeek, who are willing to be 


Amon is a Hebrew Nane, ſienifying à Hearer; and our 

by his Name, for the ſake ot 

this Alluſion to the Meaning of it. FS 
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8 A SgrmMoN preached on 
informed, and ready to embrace Opportunities 
of Information whenever they offer. cefor- 
chan Walt be called: Nan Irie = ike Af 
finity and Relation of thy Character to thy 
3 wich hereafter I will take an Opportu- 
nity further to explain unto the. 

All this happen'd upon the firſt Diſcourſe Je- 
ſas had with him, upon his Brother Andrews 


informing him he had found the Meſſiah, and 


carrying him unto him. 
It was two Years after this, that this Di. 
courſe in the Context paſſed between Chriſt and 


Peter, where, after having aſked the Sentiments 


that others entertain'd of him, eur Saviour de- 
mands, and, Whom think ye that I am, Peter re- 
plies, The ſame that my Brother Andreu told 
me of thee, when I met him after he had been 
with thee, the ſame believe I thee to be now 


from Conviction and Experience, The Cbriſt, the 


Son of the eternal God. To which our Saviour's 


| Reply is to be underſtood after this manner, Doſt 
_ thou, indeed, yet continue in that Belief, are 

theſe divine Sentiments of your Leader confirin- 
ed in your Breaſt ; thy Firmneſs and Conftancy 
in adhering hereunto, is no other than what 1 


foreſaw and foretold thee, when I ſaid, Thou 
ſhalt be cali'd Peter, and this thy Boldneſs in ad- 
hering to this Truth, ſhows a like Agreement 
50 this Name I have given thee, as thy readi- 
neſs in receiving it ſhowed unto that which thou 
hadſt before. Verily, Thou art Peter; thou art a 
Perſon of Firmneſs and Conſtancy, thou art what 
I have aſſured thee thou ſhouldit be called; thy 


. Conſtancy remains ſo unſhaken by all the Ob- 


jections and Calumnies of the Jets, my Ene- 
mies, the Malice of che Phariſees, the — 
0 
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the 5th of November, 19128. 6 
( bf the Sadduceen, the Threats of the High 
| Prieſts, have not yet been able to ſhake th 
| Belief, or turn thee from the Contancy and 
Firmneſs of thy Mind, which I deſign'd to re- 
er when I told thee thou ſhouldſt be cal- 
Cephas or Peter. Verily, I ſay unto thee, Tho 
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art Peter. 

| And it ſeems as if our Saviour referr'd to the f 
| Jetoiſb Proverb, which was, That whatever was b 
\ built on a Rock was firm and ſecure from falling | 
| of it felf, or being thrown down by any Attempts ; 
| made againſt ir. This was a common Way of 

ſpeaking frequently made uſe of by their Rab- 
| bies and Doctors, in explaining their Law; and 

| the People of the Jes being frequently uſed to Þ 
| it, would eaſily pf its Meaning, upon | 
[ any Application whatever that was made of it. | 
{ To this therefore our Saviour may probably 

| be ſuppoſed to have had an Eye, when he 

| gave that Apoſtle this Name, as he has in tf 
| Mat. vii. ult. where he likens the Man that heard 9 
. his Sayings, in order to do them, to one that % 
| builds his Houſe on a Rock, which nothing | 
whatever is able to overthrow, 
| | II. I come to confider, What our Saviour 
| means by the Rock, upon which he pro- 
WE: miſes to build his Church, 
j This is the firſt Place wherein the Word 
\ Church occurs in the New Teſtament, and here 
| it undoubtedly ſignifies the whole Society and 
li Body of Chriſtians, which Chriſt came into the 

| World to inſtitute, and which, in all ſucceed- 
| ing Times, ſhould by the Power of his Doctrine 

l be brought to profeſs and believe in his Name 
| N | but 
| g 
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but what is meant by the Rock is not ſo univer- 
fally agreed. 

Some by the Rock mean not Peter, but the 
Confeſſion of Peter; and ſo our Saviour's Mean- 
ing is, upon this Confeſſion of thine, that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, will I build the whole Fabrick of 
Chriſtianity, and this ſhall be the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Character of my Followers, that they be- 
lieve me to be the Meſſiah, Son of the Living 
God: Many fearing they ſhould allow too 
much to the Papiſts, would by all means avoid 
interpreting this Rock of Peter, left it ſhould 
afford them an Opportunity of elevating St. Pe- 
ter into a Degree of Superiority above the reſt 
of the Apoſtles ; and ſince he had made ſuch 
a Confeſſion, as is the firſt fundamental Article 
of Chriſtianity, they think they may fairly in- 
fer, that this Confeſſion of Peter's, and not 
Peter himſelf, is the Rock mentioned by our 
Saviour. ES 
Hut this ſeems unlikely to be the Meaning of 
Dur Saviour's Words, and not ſo well to ſuit the 
grammatical Conſtruction of them, which 
would, according to this Interpretation, ſtand 
thus, Thou art a Rock, and upon this Confeſ- 
ſion will I build my Church, whereby the 
Strength of his Meaning is dropp'd, and the 
Beauty of his Alluſion to Simon's Name is de- 
ſtroyed, and the Say ing of our Saviour is made to 
have no force and coherence: Wherefore by Rock 
1s undoubtedly meant the Apoſtle Peter himſelf, 
Thou art a Rock, lays Jeſus, and upon this Rock 
will I build my Church. What Rock can that be? 
What Rock is mentioned before, and of Con- 
ſequence, what can this Rock refer to, but to 
Peter, who is immediately called ſo in the pre- 

” ceding 


| 


— 
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ceding Words by our Saviour, and whoſe being 
lo called, was the only Reaſon for his uſing this 
Expreſſion, of building his Church on a Roch? 
And his Meaning evidently is. 

The Name ] have given thee ſignifies a Rock, 
and on this Account it was that it was given 
thee by me, for ſuch as is thy Name ſhall be 
thy Work and Office: Thou haſt openly con- 
feſſed me to be, what In Truth I am, the Meſ- 
ſiah, and ſo great is the Firmneſs, Conſtancy, 


and Strength of thy Mind, that immoveable as 


a Rock, thou ſhalt continue to confeſs it in 
the Face of the fierceſt Oppoſition ; and in 
chooſing thee, as well as the reſt of my Apo- 
{tles, I lay the Foundation of my Doctrine and 
Religion, in fixing upon whom I ſhall manifeſt 
my ſelf to be a wiſe Maſter-Builder, and the 
Succeſs and Continuance, and Proſperity of it, 
will be ſo wondertully great, as will evidence 


that none are ſo ſufficient for theſe Things. 


III. I come to conſider, The Manner in which 

our Saviour expreſles the Stability, Dura- 
tion, and Succeſs of his Church, That the 
Gates of Hell fhall not prevail againſt it. 


Theſe Words are no leſs liable to various 
Interpretations than the former. By the Gates 
of Hell are commonly underſtood che Power, 
Artifice, and Malice of the Devil, and of thoſe 
wicked Men, and perverſe Inſtruments, which 
that evil Spirit ſhall make uſe of, and by vari- 
ous Methods inſpire, to oppole and overthrow 
the Church of Chriſt, 

Some underſtand by the Gates of Hell, the 
ſcandalous Doctrines of thoſe primitive 0 880 

Pn, 82 ticks, 


8 — — Carer oe aan oy we eats 


12 A SERMON preached on 


ticks, who corrupted Chriſtianity, and ſubver- 
ted the Deſign of it, and changed it into a Do- 
ctrine of Licentiouſneſs, and Liberty, to com- 
mit all manner of Evil. 

Others underſtand by them, the wicked Lives 
of the Profeflors of Chriſtianity, that though 
they may be a ſtumbling Block, and Offence to 
Infidels, yet ſhall never be able, any more than 
the open Oppoſition of its avowed Enemies, to 


overthrow the Doctrine and Church of Chriſt. 
But, NV“ | wy Fe: 
By Hell, or Hades, as it is in the Original, 


is meant, both in the Scriptures and Jewiſb 


Writers, and ancient Fathers, and yet more an- 
cient Healbeus, the Place, and the Receptacle of 
the Dead in general, not that aſſigned to damn- 


ed or condemned Spirits in particular, but the 
Place and State that all diſembodied Spirits are 


in, as contradiſtinguiſhed from the State of our 
temporal Life, which ends at our Death; and 


the State of eternal Life, which is counted from 


the Reſurrection. 


The Word Hades, which we render Hell, 


never in the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, 


nor in the Cree Writers, ſignifies Hell pro- 
perly, or the State of the damned, but always 


Death or the Grave, or the State of ſeparate 


Spirits after Death; all which are Significati- 

ons of great Aitinity one with another. 
Throughout all Antiquity, and by all Wri- 
erg, both Sacred and Profane, the Dead are 


repreſented as all promiſcuouſly departing into 


Hades, which is deſcribed and ſet forth as a 


great Flouſe, and one common Receptacle, 


which 1s to be the Manſion Place, both of 


(iocd and Bad, till the Day of Reſurrection 


1 28 
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and Time of Account comes, when they ſhall 
each be aſhgned to their reſpective eternal Pla- 
ces of Happineſs or Miſery : So that nothing 
is more frequent in the Greek Poets, and even 
among, the Sacred Prophets of the Jes, than 
the Mention of the Houſe of Hades, and Re- 
preſentations of the Dead, all in common, go- 
ing to the Houſe of Hades, meaning the State 
of Spirits ſeparate from their Bodies; this 
Place of Separation is further deſcribed with 
Doors and Gates, and Death is in their Lan- 

uage, repreſented as the Door or Gate, or 
{ntrance into Hades, and to die or deſcend in- 
to the Grave, is to go down ta the Door, or en- 


ter into the Gates of Hades or Hell. 
Thus we find Job crying out under a Senſe of 


his Mortality, Hades is my Houſe, Thus we 
find Hezekiab complaining, 1/a. xxxviii. 10, 11. 
1 ſaid in the cutting off of my Days, 1 ſhall go te 
the Gates of Hades: I ſhall be no longer in the 
Land of the Living. Thus is our Saviour ſaid 
to deſcend into Hell; and the Pſalmiſt pro- 


Pheſies that God would not leave his Soul in 


Hell- Not that he deſcended into the peculiar 
Place and State of. the Damned, but into the 
Houſe of Hades, the general and common Re- 


ceptacle of the Dead. And thus is Chriſt's 


Power over our Life, and Ability to raiſe us 
to Life again after Death, deſcribed by his ha- 
ving, the Keys of Death and Hades, opening, 
and no Man ſhutceth, ſhutting, and no Man 
openeth “. 


* I ſoppoſe, that the Souls of Men, when ſeparated from 
their Bodies, are immediately diſpoſed of into a State ang 


Place of Happineſs or Miſery, ſuitably to their ſcveral re- | 


Hive 
pective 
- 


So 


* rs. " * \ "a 


- 
. F : D wh WE.” | 2 
oO r 72 2 4 _— . 7 os. I.” 8 
” 2 * 22 = 4. * * * 
2 1 = —— * 2 — * 
b __ "5 7 0) * al bo. 
2 n 8 K 
— — — Poa rs * PEE y or. 
a w * % * —_—_ 


Ns a a en 


„ An” nt Ne OE er oe DE Woe 
i." — —— 
I. : . 


* 


14 A SERMON preached on 

So that the Meaning of Chriſt's Words is, 
'Thou art a Rock, and upon this Rock will I build 
my Church, and Death it ſelf all not prevail 
againſt it; which probably ſignifies theſe three 
Things. 

1/t. Thou art Peter, and upon thee, as a Rock, 


will I build my Church, and the Gates of Hades, 


or Hell, even Death it ſelf, ſhall not prevail againſt 
1, i. e. You ſhall be fo fortified with Courage 
and Reſolution, that no Perſecution of Fews or 
Heatbens, no Proſpect of Death they can ſer 
before you, ſhall be able to prevent your ſpread- 


ing'my Doctrine, and ſettling the Foundation 


of my Church in the World. 

So many different Kinds of ſtudied Cruelry, 
and all that Variety of Torture which awaits 
you, ſhall never prevent you from preaching 
my Doctrine, confeſſing my Name, and ga- 
thering me a numerous Church in the World : 


Though they bring you before Kings and Go- 


ſpective Characters; though that State and Place is not the 
ſame, nor their Degree of Happineſs or Miſery the ſame as 


it will be after the general Reſurrection, The Greeks, un- 


der one general comprehenſive Word, include the State both 
of the Good and Bad. The Heathens underſtood it in Contra- 
diſtinction from the preſent Life; and the Chriftians, in Con- 
tradiſtinction both from their preſent, preceding, and their 
ſubſequent eternal Life, and both called it Hades, or Hell. 


And our Saviour ſeems plainly to make the Place of departed 


Spirits, after Death, different from their Place after the Re- 
ſurrection, and the Place of good Spirits diſtinct from that 
of the bad; when he ſays to th; Thief on the Croſs, This 
Day thou foalt be evith me in Paradiſe : For he himſelf aſcen- 


ded not into Heaven till after his Reſurrection, and in the 
intermediate Time between his Death, and That, his Soul 
was in Hades or Hell, and in chat particular Part of it which 


he here calls Paradiſe, and which, I ſuppoſe, to be the Abode 
ef the Saints till the Day of judgment. 
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vernors, threaten you in their Palaces, bear 
you in their Synagogues, and bring you down to 
the very Gates of Hades, even to Death it ſelf, 
your Life ſhall you not count dear, nor your 
Death dreadful, but voluntarily encountring 


the Rage of your Enemies, and chearfully ſub- 


mitting to the very Pains of Death, you [ſhall, 
with irreſiſtible Succeſs, propagate my Do- 
ctrine, and build and eſtabliſh my Religion a- 
mong, Men, | e 

Though they ſet you before the Gates of 


Hell, you ſee its Doors ready to open upon 


you, and behold your ſelves upon the point of 
entring, not for the ſake of Life ſhall you de- 
ny me, but in the very Hour, in the very 
Agonies of Death, perſiſt with Conſtancy in 
the ſame Confeſſion thou haſt now made of 3d 


being the Meſſiah, the Son of the moſt high 


God: Such a Rock of Conitancy ſhalt thou 


prove, that no Threatnings or Puniſhments, 


no Swords or Flames, no Inſtruments of Cru- 
elty, or Miniſters of Death, ſhall make thee 
deny me before Men, but even under che proud 
Tyrant's Threats, or in the Tormentor's Hands, 
thou ſhalt ſteadily maintain the Truth of my 
Doctrine, and the Intereſt of my Church. Thou 
art Peter, and not without Reaſon have I thus 
named thee, for upon this Rock will I build my 


Church. 


2dly. The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it, i. e. Though the Malice of your Enemies 
ſhall cut ſhort your Days, and fend you to 4 
cruel and untimely End, yet thall not my Do- 
ctrine and Church die with you, but find a Pai. 


lage down to future Ages, and be tranſmitted 


to the End of Tine. 2 
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You ſhall ſerve ſtill as a Foundation, and up- 
on you; as a Rock, will I build my Church's 
which however high it may riſe, or howevet 
far it may reach, ſhall reſt upon you as its 
Foundation; and Support: Your cruel Perſecu- 
tors may deliver you to Death, and ſend you 
to the Houſe of Hades, but my Church ſhall 
grow not only by your, Lives, but by yout 
Deaths, and by deſtroying you they ſhall ad- 
vance, inſtead of deſtroying my Religion ; yout 
Wounds and Stripes, and Pains and Tortures, 


that lead you down to Death, ſhall raiſe the 
Reputation of your Faithfulneſs and Sincerity, 


and thereby ſtrengthen dhe Intereſt of my Church 
in the World. | | 

They that ſee your Conſtancy and Courage 
ſhall condemn thoſe that crucify and torment 
you, and when they behold your unſhaken Pa- 
tience in the midſt of Torture, and find the 


Lord, whoſe Name you call on, inſpiring you 
'with Valour, above the Strength of Nature, 


they will infer the Truth of your Doctrines 
from the Fierceneſs of your Flames, and the 
Power of that Faith, which enables you to 
ſurmount them. 5 15 

Death which deſtroys all other Cauſes, and 
prevails againſt every Thing beſide, ſhall never 


efface the Memory, deſtroy the Worſhip, or 


prevail againſt the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
{hall ſurvive all its cruel Perſecutors, and ſee 


them periſh that have attempted to ſubvert it. 
Thou art Peter, and that Church which I build 


upon your Preaching, which I found upon your 
Teſtimony, and JOE by your Miracles, 
it will ſtand a Thouſand bitter Perſecutions; 


Bonds and Impriſonments, Scorn and Diſgrace, 


Cruelty 
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Croelty ind Malice, will, in their! ſeveral Ways, 
and in their. ſeveral Turns, make Attempts 
againſt it; but all their Efforts will prove 
feeble and bam, and Death added to all theſe, 
fhall never worke i its Overtfirow. . 

Though its Enemies may purſue it in a wild 
and furious, and its Friends Akon it in a luke- 
warm Manner, it ſhall ſtand and continue 
throughout all Generations, and laft till the 
World falls into Ruins 

gdly. Thou ar! Peter, and on this Rock will 1 
Bull my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall noi 


Prevail againſt it, i. e. Though you, my Apo- 


ſtles, and all the Members of my Church, built 
on you as its Foundation, ſhall all, one fol- 
lowing another in your Turns, enter into 
4 ates Hades, and go down to the Houſe 

appointed for all Fleſh : Let ſhall not h Gates 
of Hell be able to prevail againſt you, and hin- 
der you from riſing at the latter Day. J 
am the Refurrettion and the Life; he that be- 
lieveth in me, though be were dead, yet ſhall be 


| live: And whoſoever liveth, and believelh in te, 
foal never die. 


Though believing in me will not keep Men 
from dying naturally, and in that, following 
the Law of their Nature, which is mortal and 
frail ; yet the Members of my Cburch ſhall 
all of them be raiſed at the lait Day, when 
Death, ' that makes all Men obedient to its 


Voice, ſhall it felf obey the Summons I will 


ſend it, to ſurrender and give up all that have 


. jphabited that Houſe of Horror. 1 have the 
Keys of Death and Hades; 0 Will open and no one 


pal] ſhut. 
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So far will Death or the Cates of Hell be 
from thus prevailing againſt the Cburch of 
Chriſt, that then ſhall Chriſt and his Church 
be glorified in its everlaſting Overthrow. The 
Dignity and Authority, and Power of his Cha- 
racter, will be remarkably diſplay'd in the 
raiſed, ſpiritualized, and glorious Bodies of his 
Saints and Servants, that ſhall then be redeem- 
ed from the Bondage of Corruption, and ſhine like 
Stars in the Kingdom of his Father, for ever and 
ever, | 

'Then ſhall Peter, and all his Apoſtles, by 
whoſe Faith and Conſtancy, by whoſe Suffer- 
ings and Death his Church has been raiſed, be 


fully recompenſed by a glorious Reſurrection 
from an ignominious Death, by a joyful Riſing 


from a painful one, and ſhine in eternal Honour 
and Glory; when perſecuting Kings and Prin- 
ces, and all the Inſtruments of their Cruelty, 
Mall riſe to eternal Shame and Confuſion. 
Then ſhall all ſuch as have confeſſed Chriſt's 


Name, and have not hid the Truth through Fear 


of Men, and whole Virtue and Integrity has 
colt them their Lives, be calPd from that dole- 
ful Houſe of Death and Darkneſs, when Chriſt, 
who has the Keys of them, will open the Gates, 
and give them an Entrance into a new, a nobler, 
and a never ending Lite, 

Thus ſhall the whole Church ſhine glorions 
and triumphant, like Chriſt its Head z and 
then ſhall Death it ſelf be caſt into the Lake of Fire 
that burneth for ever. + 

4thly. I come to explain the Promiſe made to 
Peter, that he ſhould have the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven; and whatſoever he bound on 

Karth fhould be bound in Heaven; and what- 

e  foever 


here called the Keys of the 


the 5th of November, 1728. 19 
ſoe ver he looſed on Earth, ſhould be looſed in Hea» 
Ven. 

As our Saviour had before declared that his 
Church ſhould be built upon the Foundation 
of Peter's Teſtimony : So here, ſpeaking con- 
cerning the State of the Goſpel, called the 
Kingdom of Heaven, he agreeably hereunto 
promiſes him that he ſhould have the Open- 
ing of it, that he ſhould be employ'd to ſtate 
the Caſe between God and Sinners, and repre- 
ſent the Nature of it, remove the Hindrances 
that lay in their Way, and open a plain and 


a dlear Paſſage into a State of Grace and Fa- 


vour with God, that by his Doctrine and In- 
ſtruction, which, in a 1 Stile, are 
ingdom, he ſhould 
be the happy Inſtrument of opening it, and in- 
troducing Men into 1t. e 
By the giving him the Keys of the King- 
dom, therefore is moſt natural to underſtand 
that the whole Method of Grace and Redem- 


ption, and the intire Syſtem of Salvation, ſhoult 


be firſt fully committed unto him, and the 
other Apoſtles, and by their Means and Mi- 
niſtry be ſpread all the World over, and that 
by the compleat Knowledge they ſhould have 


of it convey*d into their Minds, they ſhould have 


the Power of opening that Kingdom which he 
was about to eſtabliſh under his own ſovereign 


Juriſdiction and Authority. 

The Meaning of our Saviour may be there- 
fore thus underſtood, Unto you I will commit, 
as a precious Depoſitum, the Sum of my Do- 


Etrine and Goſpel, and the whole Syſtem of re- 


vealed Religion, I lodge the intire Scheme and 
Method of my Redemption of the World with 
; " UN you, 
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you, Peter, and the reſt of my Apoſtles, all the 

divine Purpoſes of Grace and Love hid from 
paſt Ages, and to be made known to the Ages 
to come, all the Doctrines of Faith, and the Bu- 
ties of Life, that are neceſſary to the Recovery 
of Men, from their State of Apoſtacy, to a 
State of Favour with. God, you ſhall, by me, 
while I am with you, and by the Hely Ghoſt 
when I have left you, be fully inſtructed in, 
they {hall be laid open to your Apprehenſions, 
and your Underſtanding ſhall be filled with 
the moſt clear and compleat Knowledge of 
them; Such Wiſdom! ſhall you poſſeſs, ſuch 
divine Inſtruction ſhall you receive, as ſhall 
eſſectually lead you into all Truth, and ſuch Skill 
in all divine Things ſhall be communicated 


to you, as ſhall enable you to open to the guil- 


ty World, the Way of eternal Life and Sal- 
Winne... e ay, 
The whole Method of Redemption and Sal- 
vation, wrought for Men by Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
ing then firſt and fully committed ta the Apo- 
es by their Miniſtry and Diſpenſation, to be 
ſpread all the World over: They are fitly re- 
preſented by our Saviour in this Place, as ha- 
ving tbe Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Uſe 
of which conſiſted in the Opening the Kingdom, 
which they did, by communicating this Wif- 
dom and Knowledge in the conſtant Courſe of 
their Life and Miniftry z This Myſtery of Re- 
demption, this Stack of ſacred and divine Truth, 
ihis diyine Knowledge of him, and his Will, 
and al} Things relating to his Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, lodged with the Apoitles, and by them 


offered to the Confideration of the World, diſ- 


covercd to them a State of Grace and Favour 
: With 


the 5th of November, 1928. 21 
with Almighty God, quite different from the 
State of Guilt and Enmity they were in with 
him before, which very juſtly anſwers to the 
metaphorical Stile of opening the Kingdom of 


Heaven, as a State of Grace and Mercy for 


them, 

To Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, did 
our Saviour commit theſe Re, and this pecu- 
liar Uſe and Exerciſe of them, who by their 
firſt Preaching, and early Addreſſes to Man- 


kind, did open for them an Entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and gave them Admiſſi- 
on into the Goſpel State: And agreeably to 


this Metaphor we read of Men, when they were 
converted, having a Door opened to them, ts 
xiv. 27. And when they were come, and bad ga- 


thered the Church together, Paul and Barnabas re- 


hearſed all that God had done with them, and how 


he had opened a Door of Faith unto the Gentiles, 


i. e. had, by their Application of the Keys of 

the Kingdom, open'd to the Gentiles a Paſſage for 

their Entrance into the State of the Goſpcl. 
And all this was particularly true of St. Peter, 


in that he firſt open'd e Kingdom both to the 


Jewiſb and Geniile World, This Promiſe was 
punctually fulfilled by our Lord's making Uſe 
of St. Peter's Miniſtry in lay ing the Foundation. 


of a Chriſtian Church both among Jews and 
Gentiles : In his being the firſt Preacher of the 


Faith which he had before confeſſed, and ma- 
king the firſt Proſelytes to it. Suitably to this 
Promiſe, we lind that he laid the friſt Founda- 


tion of a Church among the Zews, by the Con- 


verſion of three Thouland Souls at once, As 
il. 41. Who when they gladly bad embraced St. Pe- 
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| have the firſt mention of a Chriſtian Church | 
| actually in being, ver. 47. And the Lord added 
daily umo the Church juch as ſhould be ſaved. And 
1 the fame Apoſtle made the firſt Proſelytes from 
| 1 among the Gentiles, by the Converſion of Corne- 
1 us and his Friends; to qualify him for which 
1 the Lord convinces him of the Lawfulneſs of 

[ preaching the glad Tidings of Salvation to the 
Heathens, and of converſing with them for that 
end; and this Peter himſelf takes Notice of, | 
As xv. 7. and tells the reft of the Apoſtles, | 
Men and Brethren, You know how that a good while 
4g, God choſe me out among you, that by my Mouth 
the Gentiles ſhould hear the Mord. 


* 24 · thn. AY - - 


V. I come now, in the laſt Place, to explain 
the Meaning of thoſe Words, And what- 
ever thou fhalt bind on Earth, fhall be bound 
in Heaven; and whatever thou ſhalt looſe on 
Earth, fhall he looſed in Heaven. 


St. John, ch. xx. 23. informs us of another _ 
Expreſſion made uſe of by our Saviour: Whoſe/o. | 
ever Sins ye remit, they are remitted ; and whoſeſs- 
ever Sins ye retain, they are retained, This, in- 
deed, feems to be an extraordinary Power com- 
municated to the Apoſtles, and herein our Sa- 
viour ſeems to dignifte and adorn them with a 
mol? wonderful Privilege, That whoſeſoever Sins 
= 2 they refufed to forgive, ſhould remain upon 
| 1 them, and that whomſoever they pleaſed they 

1 might favour with Forgiveneſs. But it ſeems - 
= 2B moft rational to ſuppoſe, that our Saviour does 
t  ; not here inveſt them with an authoritative but 
1 only a declarative Power, not upon their own Au- 
il | thority, and according to Pleaſure, and their hu- 
18 8 N mane 
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mane Inclination only, to remit and retain the 

Sins of Men. LY thre ct 
But whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are retain- 
ed, i. e. I endue you with full Power to de- 
clare what Sins, when committed, do retain 
Men in their guilty and unreconciled State 
with God, and upon what Sort of Sinners the 
Wrath of God abideth, notwithſtanding the Of- 
fers of his Mercy in the Goſpel z I empower 
and authorize you, to declare in my Name, 
who they are that continue under Condemnation, 
and are not yet come from under the Power and 
the Curie of Sin, nor entred into my Kingdom, 
although you have uſed the Keys, and opened 
it unto them, Men may wholly depend upon 
your Declarations, nor can they juſtly hope for 
any more Mercy than your Doctrine imports, 
for what you bind on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven. 
God will himſelf act according to your Denun- 
ciations, and, howſoever conteraptuouſly obſti- 
nate, and reſolved, Sinners may look upon you, 
and your Threatnings againſt them, yet they 
ſhall find, that what you ſay God will make 
good, that he will bleſs none whom you curſe, 
nor forgive any inconſiſtently with the Hopes 
and Rules of Mercy, that you have declared 
unto them; whoſoever you declare ſhall not 
receive the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, inherit 
God's Favour and Love, the Promiſes of his 
Goſpel, and the Joys of his Kingdom, all fuck | 
may as infallibly depend upon the Certainty 
and Truth of theſe Declarations, as it they had 
heard God pronounce them himlelf ; for what- 
ſoever Qualifications you require and lay down 
as neceſlary to Juſtification, and Reconciliation 
with God, none ſhall obtain them without 3 and 
what- 
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whatever Curſes you denqunce, by Virtue of 
that Authority I commit unto you, will be exe- 
cuted with the utmoſt Juſtneſs and Exactneſs. 

Aud whoſeſoever Sins ye remit,” they are remitted, 
i. e. whatſoever Promiſes of Pardon and For- 
giveneſs you make, Men may look as 
moſt certain and infallible, whatever Hopes 
yon encourage in them, whatever Aſſurances 
you give them, and upon whatever Conditions 
you declare them to be reconciled ro God, and 
God to them, they may look upon as fo many 
Oracles ſpoken by the Mouth of God himfelf;, 
and reſt ſatisfied and aſſured, that your Inſtru- 
ction and Teaching upon theſe Heads, can 


lead them into no Miſtakes or Errors. What 
' Declarations you make of the Love of God, and 


the Joys of Heaven, and the neceſſary Duties of 
a Chriſtian Life, thoſe ſhall be ratified and con- 


firm'd in Heaven. Whenever you pronounce 


Comfort and Joy to humble and ſincere Peni- 
tents, they may take what you fay as the ſureſt 
Grounds to build their Hopes and Peace upon, 


without the leaſt Surmiſe or Miſtruſt of their 


being miſtaken or miſled. I do not ſend you 


upon an uncertain Errand, to pronounce Things 


dubious, and ſubject to Debate, and probable 


only, but to ſpeak the Counſels, the Decrees, 
the Oracles of God, and ler all Men know, that 
as ſure as you ſpeak; God will do what you 
ſpeak, and make good all your Words, 5 


Let Sinners, at their Peril, expect Salvation 


upon any other Terms than you pronounce, let 


ungodly Men promiſe themſelves to find a 


better Treatment than you give room to expect, 
let Adulterers and Drunkards, and all Liars, 


aſſure themſelves of an Entrance into God's 
| | hea* 
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heavenly Kingdom, it ſhall be all fruitleſs and 


vain, and their Hopes ſhall prove as the Spiders 
Web. All your Sentences frat! ſtand faſt as the 
Oracles of the Almighty, and theſe fhall be the 
Rule by which he will judge all Men at the laſt 
This is the principal Part of that Power and 
Authority here promiſed to St. Peter, and to be 
underſtood by binding and loſing, though the 
Power the Apoſtles had, of inflicting and healing 
Diſeaſes, is, very probably, included in this 
Promiſe ; ſince thaſe Diſeaſes being conſidered 
as the Effects of Mens Sins, the inflicting and 
removing the former may properly enough be 
ſaid to be retaining or remitting the latter. 

In this Senſe our Saviour is to be underſtood, 
when having healed rhe Sick he ufually ſpoke 
to them after this Manner, Thy Sins are forgiven 
thee, Mat. ix. 6. This Phraſe ſcems incapable 


of any other Senſe, and in Lale xiii. 16. the 
word Looſe is thus applied by our Saviour, Mark 


11. 10, 11. 

Thus have given you the Senſe of theſe re- 
markable Word: of our bleſſed Saviour, the 
Meaning of which I ſhall briefly ſum up, and 


Put together, 


Thou art Peer, and as thy Name, by Inter- 
pretation, means a Rock, ſo thou ſhalt indeed be 
with reſpect to my Church, what thy Name 
ſignifies, for upon thee, as its Foundation, will 
T erect my Church, a ſpiritual Building, unto 
God; and as a wife Man builds not upon a weak 
Foundation, fo by thy Conſtancy and Firmneſs, 
and Fitneſs for the "Taſk, thou ſhalt ſhow the 
Prudence and Wiſdom of my Choice of thee, for 
fo firm and immoveable a Foundation ſhalt thou 

7 1 E prove, 
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prove, that the very Powers of Death, hoſe 


Gates of Hell, ſhall not be able to prevail againſt it; 
all the Terrors of Perſecution, and the Tortures 


of Death, ſhall be unable to terrify thee from 
thy ſteady Purpoſe and Practice of building my 
Church, nor ſhall the Power of Death, though it 


may deſtroy thee, and this whole Generation, be 
able to prevent my Doctrine from deſcending to 
the next, and even all ſucceeding Ages of Time; 
neither when all the Generations of this World 
ſhall have ſubmitted to its Power, ſhall it be 


able to detain my Followers in its doleful Ha- 


bitation, but ſhall open its Gates, and ſurrender 


them up at the Sound of the awful Trump of 
God. 


And to thee do I commit the Power and Pro- 


vince to open my Kingdom, and the State of m 


Goſpel, by thy Doctrine and Inſtruction, to bot 
the 7ewiſh and the Gentile World; thou ſhalt 


firſt open it, and introduce the People of God, 


and thine own Nation, and afterwards ſhalt thou 


exerciſe the Power of the Keys, and open the 
Kingdom unto the Gentiles alſo, And the Do- 
Ctrine, which by virtue of my Commiſſion, and 
by the Aid of my Spirit, thou ſhalt publiſh unto 


all the World, in declaring who are free from 
Condemnation, and who ſubject to it ; in pro- 
nouncing what Sins will deſtroy, and what Me- 
thods will ſave Men ; theſe Things ſhall be con- 
firmed in Heaven which are tranſacted on Earth, 
and the Lord Almighty will make your Decree 
ſtand faſt. For know ye, That be that deſpijetb 
you deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſetÞ 


him that ſent me, And likewiſe, He that beareth 


you, heareth ne; and he that heareth me, heareth 
him ibat ſent me, And the extraordinary Power 
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you ſhall have of inflicting and healing Diſeaſes, 
ſhall be one great Confirmation of the Truth of 
your Miſſion to the World. 

This Senſe and Interpretation ſeems beſt to 


ſuit with the Words themſelves ; with the Na- 


ture of the Goſpel, with the Deſign and Office 
of our Saviour, with the Character and Em- 
ployment of the Apoſtles, and particularly, 
with the Character of Peter himſelf, to whom 


they were immediately ſpoke, and the Meaning 


of the Words after this manner, flows naturally 
and eaſily out of them, without any force or 
conſtraint put upon them, 


It remains now that I make ſome Reflections 


on the whole. 


1. We may obſerve, That though this Dit 
courſe be directed to the Apoſtle Peter alone, 
yet it is not done in Oppoſition to, or in Exclu- 
ſion of the reſt of the Apoſtles; for the Chriſti- 
an Religion is not founded more on Peter than 
on the reſt of the Twelve; his Teſtimony 
makes no ſtronger an Article in the Proof of 
Chriſtianity, than that of any other of the Apo- 


ſtles, who were all equally Witneſſes of Chriſt's 


Reſurrection, and upon whole Teſtimony equal 
ſtreſs is to be laid. Hence in other Places, the 
. rg all of them, and not Peter in parti- 
cular, are faid to be the Foundation of Chritti- 
anity, Eph. ii. 20. Je are fellow Citizens of the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of Cod, being built upon 
the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus 


_ Chriſt himſelf beiug the chief corner Stone, Had it 


been ſaid, Peter himſelf being the chief corner 
Stone, the Papiſts might have triumph'd with 
ſome ſhew of Juſtice, but here all of them are 
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put upon an equal foot, as to their being che 
oundation of the Chriftian Religion. 
In the Book. of the Revelations, ch. xx1. 14. 
the Apoſtles are again repreſented in a perfect 


TRI 2 ; p - 
Wt: Equality one with another, for there the City of 
8 ; | 8 the New Jeruſalem being, at large deſcribed, it is 
4 | 


ſaid, The Wall of it baih twelve Foundations, and 
in them the Names of the twelve Apoſtles of the 
Lamb, wherein there is not any Preference g1- 
ven to Peter above the reſt, as to his being t 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, nor any Thing to 
deſtroy that Equality there is between them all; 
from both which Places we may infer, That 
there is no danger at all in making the Rock in 


il the Text relate to Peter, ſince all the Apoſtles 
i 3% are repreſented as the Foundation on which the | 
11M Chriſtian Religion is built. My”. | 
' 1, = This is further evident, in that both the En- | 
| 112M comiums and Privileges, mentioned in the-Texr, | 
1 do, in Fact, as much belong to, and were, in Reali- 4 
1 ty, as much poſſeſſed by the Apoſtles in common, | 
| 3" as Peter in particular: Theſe are their having 
1 Chriſtianity built on their Preaching, and their 
1 1 having e Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Now = 
1 the reſt of the Apoſtles did found Churches, and 
1 make Proſelytes, and ſpread Chriſt's Doctrine, 5 
1 in many Cities and Kingdoms, and Countries, 24 
1 where Peter never came; and many Churches N 
1 were raiſed, of Believers in Chriſt, who never 
1 heard that Apoſtle ſpeak in their Aſſemblies, 
; $3 nor teach in their Streets, In thole Places Pe- L 
n ter could not be the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 1 
= any otherwite than his concurring Teſtimony ; 
1 conſtituted part of the Proof of it; but theſe 79) 
n were built, in the ſame Senſe, on the other ; 
i Apoſtles, as thoſe Churches which Peter conver- | 


ted, 
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ted, my be ſaid to be built and founded on | 
him. And as to the Binding and Loofing menti- 
oned in the Text, this muſt have equally be- 
long' d unto them, becauſe we read, 22 xx. 27, 
Then ſaid Feſus unto the Apaſtles, As my Father bath 
ſent me, jo ſend I yon; and when he bad ſaid this, 
he breathed on them, and ſaith, Receive ye the Holy 
Gboſt 3 and whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted z and whojeſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained ; which is in other Words the ſame Thing 
that he ſaid to Petey, : 
2. We may obſerve, that as the principal 
Things here ſaid of Peter, do not xa the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, ſo neither do they include 
his pretended Succeſſors in the Church of Rome, 
any further than they may be applied to all 
Chriſtians. 
For Chriſt's building his Church upon that 
Foundation, refers principally to the firſt Age 
of Chriſtianity, and to the Perſons of the Apo- 
ſtles ; for then the Foundation was laid, and in 
the ſucceeding Times his Church is repreſented 
as built up upon that Foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles, and then, juſt after the Reſurrection it 
was, that the Kingdom was opened by the 
Keys of the Chriſtian Doctrine and Truth com- 
mitted to the Apoſtles. 
It is true, the pretended Succeſſors of Peter 
1 may, in a lower, though a proper Senſe, be 
laid to be the Foundation of Chriſtianity, and 
1 to have the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, if 
1 they will travel into the dark Countries where 
_ Heatheniſm and the old Genie Religion reigns, 
and there ſpread and diffuſe the Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity; but it is too notorious, that whenever 
they travel under ſuch an ourward Ts 
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that they ate a Foundation of that which is ſub- 


verſive of the Foundation, on which Chriſt's 


Church js built, and open a Kingdom, which 
has none of the Characters of Chriſt's King- 
dom belonging to it, no Truth or Virtue, no 
Light or Knowledge, no Freedom or Liberty, 
but is the old Kingdom of Darkneſs and De- 


luſion revived and ſet up, under another Form, 


wherein the Slavery of the People, and the 
Dominion of the Prieſts, are the only Things 
aimed at. 


3. Hence we may infer; that the Keys of the 


Kingdom, and the Power of binding and looſing, 
can be no otherwiſe claimed by the Biſhop of 


Rome, than by every private Chriſtian, ſince 


the original and emphatical Ufe of theſe Keys, 
and Exerciſe of this Power, was appropriated to 
the Times and Perſons of the Apoſtles ; and 
that in a lower Senſe, every one that lets another 


into the Knowledge of Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
who was wholly ignorant of them before, may 


be ſaid to have the Keys, and open the Kingdom 


of Heaven to him, and in declaring the Tenor 


of the Covenant of Grace to him, to remit or 


85 his Sins. 
We may obſerve, that the particular In- 


1 of St. Peter's W eak nen! in deny ing Chriſt, 


is no Argument againſt this Conſtancy and Firm- 
neſs of his Character in general, any more than 
the Anger of Moſes, or the Impatience of Job, 
or the lmpiety of David, is a Reaſon for deny - 
ing them the Characters of Meekneſs and Pa- 


ticnce, and Picty, which are ſo generally and 


juſtly allowed them: The Characters of Men 


are to be taken from the general Courſe and 
Conquet of their Lives, and not from any fin- 


gle 
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- gle and partjcular Action, EX they devi- 
ate from their accuſtomed Behaviour: It is as 


juſt therefore, to aſcribe to Peter this Character 


of Conſtancy, in the Faith and Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, notwithſtanding this Inſtance of 
his denying Chriſt, as chat of Meekneſs to 


Mofes, or Patience to Fob, or Piety to David, 


to which their Conduct affords Exceptions, 


equally notorious. 

It was owing to the too great Confidence St, 
Peter had in the Firmneſs and Fortitude of his 
Mind, that he became guilty of this Denial of 
Chriſt ; and it might be neceſſary to ſhew him, 
by ſome ſuch Inſtance as this, the Weakneſs 
of humane Reſolution and Conttancy, when 
Men are left deſtitute of the divine Aid ; and 
therefore, when Satan, ſtirred up by the boaſt- 
ed Courage, and unſhaken Conſtancy of Peter, 


and the reſt, petitioned our Saviour tor leave to 


ſift his Apoſtles, and thereby make Trial of it, 
(as he did God beſore, to make Proof of the 


Innocence of his Servant 7%) he complied with 


his Deſire, and in theſe remarkable Words, 


informs St. Peter of it, Luke xxii. 31, 32. Aud 
the Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, Satan hath deſire, 


to have you (os) that be may Al. you as Wheat 

but I have prayed tor thee 6 77) that thy Faith 
fail not; and when thou art converted ftrengt! Ver 
05 Brethren, 

. We may hence infer the Pride and Blaſ- 
* of that Senſe, in which the Papilts pre- 
tend to the Right of bind; 1 ant! 400 f. 1, of re- 
taining and remitting Sins 3 which is, that the: y can 


pardon Sins to thote of their own Communion, 


where there is no Repentance, and retain us, 


- who are Hereticks, under ours, though we hav: 
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